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Discovery College –16 to 19 Tuition Fund 

 

What is the 16 -19 Tuition Fund 

The Governments 16 to 19 Tuition Fund is £96 million of one-off funding for the 2020 to 

2021 academic year only. It is ring fenced funding for schools, colleges and all other 16 to 19 

providers to mitigate the disruption to learning arising from coronavirus (COVID-19). 

The funding is being provided to support small group tuition for 16 to 19 students in English, 

maths, and other courses where learning has been disrupted. For example, vocational 

courses where assessment has been deferred because of lockdown. Although the actual 

tuition does not need to be for GCSE English or maths, the students supported all need to 

be those who had not achieved grade 4 or above in at least one of those subjects at this 

level by age 16. All supported students must be on a 16 to 19 study programme. 

Providers should prioritise students that will benefit most from small group tuition, based on 

the criteria above. Providers should also have regard to the needs of students with special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND), particularly where they have experienced 

additional disruption to learning as a result of their specific needs and disabilities. 

The funding should be used to support the tuition activity above and beyond the 

programmes of education already planned for 2020 to 2021. 

Providers have flexibility to decide the most appropriate approach to resourcing the delivery 

of small group tuition supported through the fund. This may include a mix of both teaching 

and learning support staff as appropriate. 

How are Discovery College Utilising the 16-19 Tuition Fund 

It is our intention to use this money to benefit our learners who have been most 

disadvantaged, particularly where learning gaps in English and/or Maths have occurred. As 

a result, Discovery College commit to: 

• Run a weekly support / catch-up session (1.5 hours per week) 

o Staffed by a fully qualified teacher / support teacher 

o Specialising in English / Maths support 

o Include main study programme / coursework support where necessary 

o Embed a referral process for staff to highlight learners in need of support 

o Individual learner needs catered for – ‘not a one-size fits all’ approach 

 

• Purchase a service from a ‘Third Party Provider’ for our staff to implement 

during support sessions with our learners – Century Tech Software 

o CENTURY is the tried and tested intelligent intervention tool that combines a 

Teachers delivery, with learning, AI and neuroscience. 

o Identifies learning gaps and intuitively sets stretch & challenge activities 
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o Addresses learners misconceptions and promotes long-term memory 

retention 

o Increases levels of student / teacher engagement 

o Supports teacher interventions 24/7 via access to online learning  

 Still a Teacher-led session 

As a condition of this funding Discovery College will: 

• Produce a concise statement explaining how they will use this funding in line within 

ESFA guidance to prioritise support for disadvantaged students 

• Publish the statement on their website in the autumn term 

• Record the use of the funding, including reference to the individual students that 

receive the support, the needs of those students, the number of hours of tuition 

delivered, and retain the necessary evidence of the tuition provided 

• Deliver the extra tuition and spend the associated funding in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year 

• Notify ESFA of any unspent funding from this fund for it to be reclaimed 


